DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS, 1ST BATTALION (AIRBORNE) 503rd INFANTRY

UNIT 31401, BOX 53

APO AE 09630

10 August 2009
Dear New Troopers and Families:


Congratulations on your assignment to 1st Battalion (Airborne), 503rd Infantry -“First Rock.”  First Rock is one of two Airborne Infantry Battalions assigned to the 173dAirborne Brigade Combat Team located in Vicenza, Italy.  Vicenza is in northern Italy approximately 45 minutes west of Venice and 30 minutes east of Verona.  Getting you and your Family settled into the area will be our first priority for you and our unit.  We know that integrating you and your family into the unit is essential for you to be able to focus on the unit priorities which are preparation for our wartime mission and unit readiness.  I believe you will find your assignment personally challenging and professionally rewarding.  You and your family will have a unique opportunity to enjoy some beautiful and historic sites in Europe.

You should be assigned a sponsor who has contacted you in order to assist you and your family in settling into the Vicenza area.  He or she will provide you with additional information and serve as your primary point of contact in answering your questions.  I encourage you to use your sponsor and the web links located at the Newcomers Link on this website.  The information and your communication with the Battalion/your sponsor will make your upcoming move as smooth as possible-   http://www.173abnbde.setaf.army.mil/1-503rd/home.htm 
Your sponsor will arrange transportation for you from your arrival point in Italy to our post in Vicenza- it is critical that you contact the unit to let us know your arrival location- either Venice or Aviano AFB.  If you have any questions or problems upon your arrival at Marco Polo Airport in Venice, please contact the uniformed personnel in the baggage claim area, or use the phone in baggage claim to contact the U.S. Army Garrison Vicenza Staff Duty desk at 0039-0444-71-7711.  It is critical that you ensure your family members have a valid no-fee U.S. passport and Visa before entering Italy.  Work with your losing unit installation to obtain these critical documents.  

 Please let your sponsor, our Family Readiness Assistant (Mrs. Jennifer Stewart at Jennifer.steweart@eur.army.mil) or I know if you have any personal or family challenges, so that we may assist you and your family from our end.  My email address is matthew.mcfarlane@eur.army.mil.  I look forward to personally welcoming you and your Family into the First Rock Family.  
SKY SOLDIERS!  FIRST ROCK!







Sincerely,

                                                                        MATTHEW W. MCFARLANE







LTC, IN







Commanding

Unit Points of Contact:
1st Battalion 503rd Infantry (Airborne): DSN 314-634-7509, Commercial 01139-0444-71-7509
